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[ledge that whenT firſt thought -opon this 


| 


| ces, which ' Sal well nigh made a- dare 


| intothy Lap; expeft not in it Philareta ver-! 


T'Q- 'FHE En 
READER, © : 


(RS 


—, 


MN riftian READER, this 
SA Sermon Was preached for | 
the comfort of the Impri- 
Nd ſoned, and now Printed as 

BP 1 Card and Poleſtar for, 
rs direftion, when the ſame Lot ſhall fall 


= 


ba, pickt words , or matter of tranſcendent; 
conſequence Only Rems to ſuſtaine thee, 
when the Lord ſhall hedge vp th 

way , and compaſſe thee about wid 
Gall and Wormwood. 7 freely acknow- 


Text,it was not in my thoughts to expoſe bis, 
Context to publique view, for” I kiiow my 
lafirmities, and my (ountrey my grieuan-|| 


A 3  betwixt 


* : s i eva pag earn rn __ ce tab as 
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to". %; of * p _— A > alias; ay 
* pf AE 3 OE ” ; E ; 4 » 
"0 " = b OS > St, 
Y * 


ARES me and my Studies. 'T he Authors 
gyme is to encreaſe thy patience,againſ? thou| 


Winde may change, though itlong haue kept 
{ bus quarter , and he that ſands may fall, al- 


ſhauings may haue their weight, ſo well | 
as greater Wedges. Thus referring theſe | 


M8, my diſtrd&ed ſtudics 

in the Kings Bench, | 

ans, Anno _ | 
Thinein the Lord; 


©/ pn '# 


—_— 


To Tae READER, 


come to mourne in Dauids Deepes. The 


—_ _—_ 


thoughmoſt watchful. Reade,traduce not, | 


Lines to thy peruſall , and T hee to thy Mas 
ker I ret 


1 | | 
|  GVALTER ASHTON. 
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| 


TO THE CVRI 
READER, | 


Hough others hane trodden 
this Tra, and diſcuſt theſe 


Rule, ni: Uu nd id ve} wgpelan, 
That cucrie man. ſhould abound in 


I 


words, yet it is Saint Pauls 


Thine_-, 
G. A. 


his owae Senle. 
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| might haue replyed , How can a man Preach ina. 


| ] Hence haut Treſolued to make their Patterne my 


- \, Tur PREFACE. 
=&Hen thc fee God were" capti- 
VA/PG nated by the BaBylonians, they 
WEE | requeried then to fing' fome of 
RW Hl the Songs of Sion : to which they | 

FISS SN anſwered, How canwee ſing the 
 Loxds Song , being ina ſtrange land,and full of 
 keavineſſe 7 Pfall 1913.4. Mataronomume de | 
me narretur hiſtoria : change but thename,and 
' the 5 is mine owne, T hey captixatea, 1 impri- 
| ſoned ; they ſuited to ſing {ms of SiopsNotes und 
 Ditties, 1 requeſted (not to fing T uſt confeſſe) 
but to ſay ; to ſpeake ſomeword of Exhortation, 
'T hey anſwered, How can we fing the Lords Song | 
being ina ſtrange land, and full of heauineſſe? 1 


ſtrange place, a houſe of mourning ? But calling 
to mrnae, that Saint Paul,and Sylas, when they 
were confined, did not intermit 10 pray and praiſe 
the name of the Lord their God, Acts 16. v.25. 


I dayes T aske, 


Practiſe , and at this time to vndertake this 


THE| 


THE PRISO- 
NERS PLAINT. | 


Ps A Lotzo.VE RI. 
Out of the Deepe places have - I called to wee 
0 Lord,&c. 


= He Text 1s one of Davids 
== ll Petitions, when he was in his 


S204 Wes. Proſunditatibas, as Innius,and | 


i M— 


 lefe.ol MW - remeltius read the CREE os 
LB 6 the depth of deepes, diſtreſſe 
5 in bo Progr in ſoule, 
perſecuted in perſon, woundcedin ſpirit. Di- 
{ſtrated , wounded both in ſfoule and con- 
ſctence, with the feare of Gods wrarh for his 
ines commitred, which many times euen 
'1n this life, breakes forth into due ſtrokes of | 
vengeance, againſt all ſuch as trade inf Ine, 
and goc on in the workes of their owne in- 
| uention : yet herein the Prophet David be- 
| wraiesa wonderfull meaſure of faith ,ingi- 
B uing 


I 
w —_——_— 


OI ———— Sa 9. {1 9 
> -*. $4 
TA - +4 


| cuery 


mt. 


ungthe Lurd no reſt, nur himſclte any eaſe , 
but prefers Petition aitcr Pcrition , requeſt 


importunate Suiror , vntill the cares of his 


| God be poſleſt with the voyce of his com-} 
plaint}, and hee in mercy haue obtained the | 


defires of his heart; which is not vivall with 
many in their daies of triall, and houre of 


| temptations, who are ſo farre from wreſtling 


with God by deueur {upplications for deli- 
uerance, that they cithcr falloff, from their 
affiance and truſt in God, or elſe faint vnder 
the weight of the Crofle, thinking that God 


will be no more intreated, if one poore {ibera 
'nos Domine , doe not produce the effe of 
their longing andlanguiſhing defires ; which 
isto bee marked, as a direction for vsthe im- 
priſoned, thatſceing the Lord hath written bit- 
ter thinzs azainſt vs, and hemb'd vs in on 

fide, with wants, oppreſsions, repro- 
ches, and the like , therefore wee ſhould not 
ſuffer our eyes to ſleepe, nor the lids thereof 


'roflumber, vntillwee haue made our peace 


with God, by true conuerſion and godly ſor- 


| row, for all thoſe finnes, which haue brought 


vpon vs this bondage and immuerement; 
which being done, the Lord hee cannot but 
grant vs his gracious /iberate, I meane dif- 


| charge from this houſe of Teares, the com- | 


The Priſoners plaint. | 


vpon requeſt, and ſtill is ror ſatisfied, like an | 


hath forgotten to be gracious, and that hee | 


mon | 


—— 


_—_— 
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| 


ht. 


3. 


| 
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mon Inne of allchc Oppretted, 


the reſt of the contexr,is a Song of Degrees, 
and'ſo called as Arius Montanus giues the 


1reaſon, becauſe the Piteſts'andthe Leuites 
| ( as they aſcended from that place vf the 


Temple, which was called the great Court 


| into a higher roame, named the inner Courc 
{of the houſe of the Lord ) did at folemne; 


feaſt daies,fingthis Pſalme, with others of the 
like Inſcription, vponcuery ſtaire once; Teach- 
ing vs, as In a Ceremony , that all thoſe who 
ſerue God, muſt doe it with lifred vp hearts, 
and ſþirituall affeRions, according as wee are 
called vpon, with rhe words of Surſum corda, 
in the ſuffrages of our Church 4 *bargie, 


| and Engliſh ſeruice Booke. 
| | Others be of another mindeas LApulina- 


rius in his Merephraſis,who ſaith,thar becauſe 
the voice was more lifced yp, and ſtrainedin 
the finging of this Pſalme, thenit was ino- 


Sonz of Degrees. 


poſitorsas 1unius and the reſt,thinkethat no- 
thing is meant, but thar a certaine excellen- 


being a choiſe and heauenly Epigrame , and 
therefore called a Song of Degrees,as the Can- 
| Ficles a Song of Songs ; The ten Comman- 


| ©. W=2 dements, 


The Eptgraphe or Title of my Texr, with | * 


Wc-ll,to paſſe by conieQures, our later ex-' 


cy lies hid in this Pſa/me abouethe reſt, as 


thers, hence had it this denomination of 4 | 
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" ThePr iſorers plaint. | | 


' dements, 4 Vettrine of Dottrines, the Creed, 
4 Hiſtory of Hiſtories ; the Lords prayer 4 
Prayer of Prayers, onely to ſhew the eminency 
and excellency thereof. 

| Toconcludethen, we are not to be too-in- 
|{quiſitiue and curious, in ſearching out the 
reaſon of each particular, fed quedan igns- 
vure, hon tantum eft boni Chriſtian, ſed etzam-& 
dodti T heelozi : not onely a good Chriſtian, 
but a learned Dijuine may ( without diſpa- | 
ragement to his profcision bee ignorant. of | 


{ome things. 
| Inthe Text theſe parts beremarkeable. 
I. The party Suiting. _ 11+ 


2. Theparty ſuited, | bD-![r5 1 

3. T he ſubiect or ma'ter of the ſuite. | 

4. T he manner thereof, with the condition of 
the time, | 

Laſtly, the (Yb) or the place pheve the Pro | 
phet Dauid was , when hee does thus plant and 
ſapplicate. | 

The party ſuiting, is expreſt in the vowel 1.| 
| being Danid by name. 

T he party ſuited, isthe Lord, and more pa- 
thetically, © Lord, 

T he matter of f his | wite, is for ee ieace, or | 
thatthe Lord would heare his woyee. Lord 
heare my Voyce. 

T he manner of his ſuite , is-expreſtin the | 


word (called) or as ſome tranſlate ir, cried;.1 | 
have 


EF Priſoners plaint.. & 


haue cried , to note Danids ferueney ,. and 
carneſtneſle in this his ſvite, together with 
the Condition of time expreſt in the word 
( haxe ) which being a note of the Preterper- 
feet tenſe, argues his continued and conſtant 
ſuite, asthe learned well obſcree. vponthis 
place. 
Laſtly the Y#7, or thep/ace wherethe Pro. 
het Dauid was,when he thus called and cricd; 
and that is in Profwndis, in the deepe places:; 
vnder the name whereot the Prophet Darid, 
SanRified leremze, and other the Pen-men 
of the Holy Scriptures doe by a Troprcall,or 
a borrowed kindeof ſpeech,lignifie great af- 
fictions and diſtreſſes ; which often are re- 
ſcmbled to deepe waters, and {oisthe phaſe 
taken in the-69. Pſalzs. verſ. 2,as allo in the, 
124. Pſalm.,z. And the Iewes hauing vpon 
themrhe perfection of mifery,tiacenor how 
to expreſſe_ their wotull condition, but by 
Fr and propricty of ſpeech. Zaneyt. 
Morcouer, this phraſe is vſed inthe fame 
ſence among heathen writers, aSe/£neas elca- 
ping the danger of warre, and other mani- 


che Deluge, or , oucr-flowing of waters, 
{as Virgil hath it intlie 7. of his-£zeaas,. Di- 
{uuioex.illo tot vaſta per equors weitus, And 
Pindar, writing of a great Bartel}, berweene 


fold troubles, is ſaid ro bee delivered from ; 


Y B 3 | the, 


———_ 
— 


—_—.. 


| 


| 
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The Priſoners plaint. 


the Perſians, andthe Grecians Calls it Toa 'pIeyos 
Sles bubres: The deſtroying ſhower of Tupreer, 
and this ſeemes ro be the reaſon of this Tranſ-- 


{lation , becauſe diſtrefies. holde a certaine 


Analogie, or correſpondencie with waters, 
and that in diuers reſpes , according to the 
properties of water. 

Firſt, other dangers aſſault the body but in 
one part, cither ſhouldering, or fiding,or af- 
fronting vs; but water in reſpec of his liquid 
nature, in a moment of time,doeth encloſe vs 
in on all fades, leauing vs no ordinary meanes 
of eſcape; Sol appeale totheexperience of 
vsall , who can witneſlſe that we geuer haue 
been ouertaken with one only trouble alone, 
bur vpon the inſtant a ſecond, ora third cala- 
mitie,like 19bs Meſſengers, hath come poſting | 
one inthe necke of anotkerypon vs, & ſicut 
vnda,vndam trudit;and aseuery waue thoues 
forward his fellow.,ſo the ending of one mi- 
ſery,is butthe beginning of another. 

Secondly, water hath a ſwallowing 8ſtife- 
ling qualitie, witnes the people thatperiſhed 
in the river K;ſe», andthe river K;ſon ſwept 
them away. 1»4z.5.21.4s alſo the forefathers 
of the Egyptians, who tooke aſurfet of the 
Red Sea, and gaue vp the ghoſt ; Soafflii- 
ons they drowne our ſpirituall enemies, our 
vices, Our vanities; and while we bevnder the 
Crofle, our finnes they becomeſicke, and 

| languiſh 


— 


nt 
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| The Priſoners plaint. 


languiſh invs, and wee in ſome meaſure ea- 
led from the tyrannieand commanding pow- 


ſanne, lePete4els 5 
Laſtly, as water isan aliay, for the tempe- 


| tribulations they moderate our carthly plea- 
ſures, leaſt we ſhould be drunke with the de- 
lights thereof, and grow exotbirant, extra 
orbem , exceeding the liſtes of Sobrierie and 


ate and beſor the braine, if it beenort mixr 
with his quantitie of water : ſo our pleaſures 


| 


wiſely and diſcreetly in the vie thereof, by 
ſome diuine whip,ſome nip,ſome ſcourge. 


chevowell 1. A man highly inthe fauour of 


and his pompeinueloped in the greatnefle of 
diſtreſle, he is torus in Profundis, deepe inthe 


er therof, He that ſuffers tn the fleſh,ceaſerh from | 


ring of our ſtrong and fuming Wines , ſo | 


Temperance; and as wine will ſooneinfatu-| 


and proſperitie, our wealth and wir, will| 
ſoone turne to our owne decay, it we be not|: 
put in mindeto recolle our {clues, to walke| 


| But to returne to the mentioned poynts: | 
| and firſt of the firſt, as namely of the partic| 
ſuiting, which is David by name, implyed in| 


God, nay,Gods fauourite,as I mayſo tearme| | 
him, his aduauncement will teſtifieno lefle : | 
from a Shepheard he is railedto beea King, 
from a Subie&, roa Soucraigne; yet this glo- | 
rious bud is blaſted, his honour is eclipſed, | 


R | 
ſhare of miſery. 
| 1are y The | 


| —_ 
—_ 
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the Perſians, andthe Grecians calls it roav 'plegos 
des IuBeos: The deſtroying ſhower of Tuprecr, 
and this ſeemes to be the reaſon of this Tranſ-+ 
lation , becauſe diſtrefles holde a certaine 
Analogie, or correſpondencie with waters, 
and that in diuers reſpeds , according to the 
properties of water. 

Firſt, other dangers aſſault the body but in 
one part, cither ſhouldering, or fiding,or af- 
fronting vs ; but watcr in reſpecof his liquid | 
nature, in a moment of time,doeth encloſe vs 


{inonall ſides, leauing vs no ordinary meanes 


of eſcape; Sol appeale totheexperience of 


{vsall, who can witneſle that we neuer haue 


been ouerraken with one only trouble alone, 


| but vpon the inſtant a ſecond, ora third cala- 


mitie,like 19s Meſſengers, hath come poſting | 
one inthe aecke of anothervpon vs, & ſicut 
vnda,undam trudit;and aseuery waue thoues 
forward his fellow.,ſo the ending of one mi- 
ſery,is butthe beginning of another. + 
Secondly, water hath a ſwallowing 8:ſtife- 
ling qualitie, witnes the people thatperiſhed 
in the river X:ſe», andthe river Kiſon ſwept 
them away, 1#d4z.5.21.as allo the forefathers 
of the Egyptians, who tooke aſurfet of the 
Red Sea, and gaue vp the ghoſt : Soaffliti- 
ons they drowne our ſpirituall enemies, our 
vices, Our vanities; and while we be vnder the 
Crofle, our finnes they becomeſicke, and 


| 


— 


 languiſh 
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languiſh invs, and wee in ſome meaſure ea- 
led from the tyrannieand commanding pow- 
er therof, He that ſuffers ## the fleſh,ceaſeth from 
ſanne, 1.Pet.4. 1. | 
Laſtly, as water isanaliay, for the tempe. 
ring of our ſtrong and fuming Wines , ſo 
tribulations they moderate our carthly plea- 
ſures, leaſt we ſhould be drunke with the de- 


orbem, excceding the liſtes of Sobrietic and 


ate and befor the braine, if itbeenot mixr 
with his quantitie of water : ſo our pleaſures 


wiſely and diſcreetly in the vie thereof, by 
ſome diuine whip, ſome nip, ſome ſcourge. 


and firſt of the firſt , as namely of the partic 


che vowell 1. A man highly inthe fauour of 


from a Shepheard he is railedto beea King, 
from aSubieR, ro a Soucraigne; yet this glo- 


and his pompeinueloped in the greatneſle of 
diſtreſle, he is 20tus in Proſundis, deepe inthe 
ſhare of miſery. 


— 
_— 


lights thereof, and grow exotbirant, extra 


Temperance; and as wine will ſooneinfatu- | 


and proſperitie, our wealth and wit, will | 
ſoone turne to our ownedecay, it we be not |: 
put in mindeto recolle& our {clues, to walke| 


But to returne to the mentioned poynts: | 


ſuiting, which is Da«id by name, implyed in| 


God, nay,Gods fauourite,as Imaylſo tearme| 
him, hisaduauncement will teſtifie no lefle : |. 


— ht ee, 
” 


rious bud is blaſted, his honour is eclipſed, 


The| 
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The Concluſion is obutous, that God out 
of his vnſearchable wiſedome, doeth often 
plunge his deareft and neareſt children in cx- 
| rreame miſeries and calamities, in miſcrics 
| which atrend their perſons , as wants , Op- | 
| preſsions, reproaches, and the like; in mt- 
ſeries which attend their Sovules, as fits of 
deſpaire, ſpirituall deſertion., doubting of 
their ſaluation : ſo that if they had not hope 
of another life after this, they were of all 
Creatures moſt miſerable, as Saint Paw/con. 
cludes; diſcourſing of the ſame ſubieR,inthe 
| 1.Cor.15.19. | 
The Sonne of the morning, CR 1srt 
'Iz$vs, thebnightneſſeof his Father , 2u# 
licet intrauit mundum ſine pcecato , tamen non 
exiait ſine flagello, who although he was ſpot- 
 |lefle and without exception, yet was hee 
ſported with theſpirtle of the Iewes, diſgra- 
ced, contemned,tormented.and laſtly,put to 
death, and hauing thus ſuffered, hee is entred 
into glory, Luke 24.26. and wee his members 
muſt tread inthe ſame ſteps, not expeRing 
heere in this valley of teares, Halcionis dies 4. 
gerc, toliuealifeof delicacic or delight , for 
neuerhaue any of Gods Saints enioyed ſuch 
2 Priziledge or libertie, Come wee to great | 
Elizb, whoſc tongue was x<rs ters, the bri- 
dleof heauen, in regard that by his prayers 
he could bindeor looſe, the influence of the 
hea-| 
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heauens, procure raine, or make aſtayallther- 
of; yet this great Saint hath his diuidentin: 


ſelfe, ſitting vndera Tuniper tree, r. Kings 19. 
4- Comewee to /ohn Baptiff, the ſecond E- 
liah , who was Eli4hin ſpirit, though norin 
perſon,and behold (4s) ſufferings, which be 
ao leſſe then the loſe of his blood, the loſſe 
of his head; which being cur off, it's made 
a recompence for adauncing,vaulting Dam-! 


- 


dy minded mother, Who more beloued of 


dead, he is attended of Angels, and placedin 


may remember him, with Lazarus non ef 
mortuns, ſed miſeria mortua ef, Lazerns is not 
| dead, his miſery onely is dead and buryed: ! 
And yet who more miſerable then LaJarns 
while he lived « who more beggarly * who! 
{ more pincht with famine, and cleanneſſe of 
teeth £ not obtaining a few crummes for his 
relicfe, at the rich gluttons doore , norany 
mercy ſaue of his dogges onely , thartlicked 
| his ſores, Whereby it appeares howthe e- 
_ | ſtare of Godschildren, bath beene alwayes 

full of woes, and wants ; the temptation 
| whereof hath almoſt ſhaken the faith of the 
{ ſtrongeſt Saints : for the Prophet eremre, 


the Croſſe, hee is perſecuted by 1 .bel, be-| 
comesa man of ſorrowes,andbcyayles him-] 


ſell, and a ſatisfaction for an inceſtuous bloo- | 
God, then Lazarus the beggar? for being | 


| Abrahams boſome, Lake 16.22.10 that wee} - 
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chough ſanRified from the wombe, com. 
plaines that hee cannot ſound the depth of 
this Tudgemenr,7er.2.1.2.and illuminate Da- 
vid, from the 2. of the73. Pſalm. vnto the 
13. doth acknowledge that he could not ob. 
raine,” the vnderſtanding of this ſo deepe a 
mylterie, ſcilicet, why the Lozd ſhould thus! 
clap vp his children in the houſes of cor- 
rection, and give vnto the wicked Countries | 
of liberty, and Kingdomes of treaſure, in ſo- 
much thatthe cye of fleſh and reaſon would 
ſcemerto conclude, that they are the onely | 
happy men,and the Lords beloued , and that ; 
others who be afflicted, tiow they be rciected } 
and caſhcered of him. And although no! 
man is able to diue into the depth of Gods 
counſe)l, noryer taclime vpinto heauen to 
ſearch thecauſe, why God ſhould thus af- | 
fit thoſe, whom hee doth affe& ; yetT will 
propound ſome arguments, ſuch as humane ! 


| 


frailry will affoord, both to manifeſt Gods | 
| wiſdome and Tuſtice, in thus correRing and 
humbling vs, asalſo ro prevent our repy-: 
niſg and murmuring againſt him for the; 
1AMC, 


| Firithe cauſe is in man, that brings God. 


| 
thus vpon his backe to ſcourge him, and that 
ishis finne, man ſuffers for ſiane, Lamen. ;. 4. 
and there being in each man #2 412ur the 

Sullage of THdam clay, and the reliques of 


ſinne. 
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finneyhich are encreaſed by ourdayly vn- j 
cleann(e.and actuall offences, thereforethat ; 
' wee my reforme our ſelues, and tharothers| | 
may takiys for an cxample., God doth waſh | | 
the —_— the ſonnesof men, in the bitter Cit 
waters ofWarah, inthe ſea of affliction. Ma- ; | 
maſſes ,Daitd, loſias,hauedrunke deepe of this. | 
tart cupPpe\ there being no exemprion with | | 
him from piniſhment if men takeliberty for Ah | 
to {inne. Sel quicunque ſtultus c# in culpa, i /\F 
[ſapiens erit 7 eng, whoſocuer willieſt with} - 
fine, may in te grow wiſe when he comes | 
ro ſmart for hi folly; therefore the Pro- 1 '8 
phet Mzcha doh confefle in the 7. of his] { ip 
Prophecy,vcrſ{.9. That hewill beare the wrath! | ' 
|of the Lord, becauſchee had ſinned againit him , _ = [| 
and this wrath of the Lord towards his: 
Saints, is not like tte ſword of a Tudge pre-| 
pared for deſtruction, but ratherthe rod of 
\farher ordained for correQtion. mudwhile | 
ſaith the Apoſtle au) wmup v5 wee are 
chaſtned of the Lord, that weſhould not bee 
condemned with the world. Corthin. Epiſt.r. 
1, 13; 

 Thenextcanſeisin the Dexill,whoſe malice] =» 
is boundlefſe toward mankinde, who like a 
| common Informer cannot enduretobee our! 
of practiſe, but muſt bee alwaies nibling ar! 
our hecles, launderingandaccufing of vs vn- 
| to God, thar hee may geta Commilſsion to 


| C2 _ meddle 
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F 


fr 


'meddle with vs, as hee did with theholy 


1nan 70%, and to perſecute vs, as hee dgh the 
woman in the wilderneſie, Rew. 1:. fy. and | 
therefore no maruellif that wee be ited, 
diſtreſſed, and lodged ina Labyrigh of mi-| 


| ſeries, having ſuch a vigilant adueyary, who ; 


is Erat cuery turne, to give vsthegrand laſh ' 
and toierck vs for cach {lip,ifthe/ord chiete 
luſtice of heauen and carth, yill ſay but 
Ameato his wiſhes and deſires, / | 

Thirdly, the Lord doth thy plunge vs, to 
awake vs out of the dead fleeye of finne, and 
to open our eyes, that weeinay ſeeourna- 
eurall wretchedneſſe and nikednefle, in re- 


{long white Robe, the rghtuouſneſle of his 


{ cure, ſtrucke with a Thunderbolt, preſently | 


careto heare God, when hee calls for amen- 


ſpe of Grace and Purity, which having 
onceeſpicd, it ſhould male vs,runneto God | 
to petition him , that we may ſhare in that 


Sonne, the Ornament aad covering of all his 
Saints. CAriftorletelsvs inthe 3. of his Me- 
teorologicks , that, Omne animal, fulwmine per- | 
cuſſum, vertit faciem ad fulmen, Every crea- 


affrontsit. Bcloued theſe that haue nor an 


derent of lite ſaying, Returne, O Shulamite, 


returne,returne., Cant.6.13.1. For thoſe the, 


Lord hath a ſmiting hand, withthe which he ! 
will cither awake them, if they doe belong: 


4 him,or breake them in peeces like a Por. 


ters 


_ CO y———_—_— rr Ss A TC mand 


|by c4bſoloz, once and againe, yet refuſed 


| 


|deawe, or elſe the land ſhall ſurfer with a 


"O_o 4 FY — 


Gregorie, hee mult beelaſht with the rodde 
of affliction, that fo h&e may learne to ha- 
(ten ro the happinefle of all the glorified, 


our Corne fieldes,. hee will makethe Heas« | 
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forwards in his pace, muſt beeremembred 


eyther with Spurre or Switchz The fluggiſh : 
| or carnall Chriſtian ;-following his-voyage | 


and pilgrimage vato heauen , Neceſſe eff pre- 
matur , vt ad Denm ire compelletnr Jaith Saint | 


Saints. This is prefigured in 7oab, inthe ſc- 
cond of Samuel 14.29. who being ſent for 


to goes but when <4#/olon ſer fire on his 
heldes of Corne, then 1oab aroſe and went 


ro the houſe of TAbſalon: So the Lord in-| 


uttes vs to repentance, not once but often 
by the mouth of his Miniſters, by the knocke 
of his Spirir, by the charme of his mercies; 
and if wee neglect theſe bleſſed Calles and 
Summons , as 7oab did the inuitement of 46: 
ſolon, the Lord hee: will-then ſet fixe vpon | 


uens-as brafſe, thar rhey thall deny vs their 


ſurplage of Showers, and bring foorth no- 
ching bur crude and rawe fruites, as of Jate | 
this Kingdome hath had a ſhare in this 
Iudgement; and all ro awake vs out of the 
llumberof ovr cyuelie, vncleanneſſe, with 


| | 
other our wickedneſſe , that ſo wee may @-f - 
C35 riſcf 


ters veſſcll, The Horſe, that hee may _ — 
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[the Summer of their Proſperirie, will breake | 


| haue graciouſly anſwered the wiſhes and de- | 


j1n the worſt tearmes,when they had the moſt 
| | 2M RE peace, 


| 


——— 


riſe and ſecke him while hee may bee found, | 

| leſthee being not opened to, while he knocks, 
at the doore of our hearts, by rhe hammer of 

his Iudgements,he depart and leaue vsto a re- 

probate ſenſe, ſo ſhall our laſt end bee worſe 

; then our beginning. - 

Fourthly, the Lord doth thus plunge vs, 
that hee may tric our faith and patience, kin. | 
| dle our prayers, and prouoke vs tothe pra- 
| iſe of all holy dutics ; for whar graces ſo- 
|eucr lyc hidd in the ſoules of his Saints, in 


: 


foorth and ſhewe themſclues inthe Winter | 
of Aduerfitie : Thar faith which was faint in 

their dayesof wealth and peace, will grow 
ſtrong inthe houre of tryall andtrouble,not | 
parting with G o D, no more then 7acob 
would doe with the 4zgel/, vntill the Lord 


fires of their hearts; that prayer which was 
weake while the world ſmiled vpon them, 
come once but trouble, it will grow ſtrong, 
like the Sunnein the Firmament , when hee 
comes to his Verticall, or Noone poynt. Ins | 
deed our Prayers they bee moſt potent with 
God, when wee begin to fall oft from the 
world.and decline from the height of finne. 
The- Remane Captaine Scipio by name, would 
ſayof his Souldters, that their eſtate ſtood 


— 


1 


| 


} 


| . . . 
mies behind them; the ſword purſuing them. 
the wauecs affronting them , the mountaine« |. 
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peace, Want of exerciſe maketh both body 
and ſouleruſtie; And Saint Jerome well ob: 
ſerueth, thar Salomonfell ſo foule, becauſe 
heeliued in delights; for proſperitic is the 
Step-morher of all holy vertues ; the Starres 


ſhewe brighteſt in thedarkeſt night; ſweere |. 


Spices ſmell mo{t pleaſantly, when they 
are cruſht and pounded, and Chriftian ver- 
tues are molt apparant vnder the Crofle: 
Therefore wee reio\ce in tribulation , ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Rom.5.3.4. 
 Fifihly, the Lord does thus afflit vs for a 


double ſubordinate end : Firſt, to teſtifie the | 


reſpeciue care that he hath of his owne glo-+ 


ry. Secozdly, to manifeſt his prouidenceand | 


care Ouer Vs. Dat 
His owne glory is preſcrued when he frees 


's out of-hopelcfſe dangers , out of fich| 


dangers , 2s all the Arte, skill, and power of 


man 1s able to doe nothing at; witnefſethe | 
deliueranceof his 7/7act at the Red Sea , who 


being inter mare & hoſtes, inter gladios & UN- 
das, hauing the Sea before them, thetr enc- 


on both fides encloling them, andinthe eyc 


of fleſh, without all meancs or hope of helpe,} 
yet ſee, ſaith Philo Tndens, that vbi deſinit bu- | 
| manum auxilium , ibi incipit Dininum : That | 


cucn when men be moſtin miſery, that ther 


” 
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{that in our preſent wants hee doth raiſe vs 


Man 


bles; therefore he brings ypon (V5) dates of 
| mourning and nightsof ſorrow, that we may 
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[is Gods fitteſt time ro ſhew his mercy that 
cuen thep the Lord divides the Sea, making a 
Lane,or paſſage ſor his people to walk in,and 
ſo preſerues them , ſhewing that hce is our 
hope beyond hope, and a preſent remedie in 
ncedfull time of trouble , manifeſting his 
ſtrength in our reakenefle, and his infinitie in | 
| our infirmity. 
Secondly, the Lord doth thus ſtraight vs,to 
manifeſt his care ouervs, andtherefore is ir, 


| 


| friends to beſtead vs, at whole hands we haue | 
| demerited no ſuch bounty,or of whom wee 
haue expected no ſuch courteſic; or elſe by 
[ſending ſome Raven miraculouſly to releeue 
and feed ys, as hee did the Prophet Eliah : | 
1. Kings 17, 4,9. andallto ſhew his mighty 
proteRion and prouidence ouer vs, which 
neuer more ſhewes it ſelfe, then when his 
people bee in greateſt ſtraites, and ſtrangeſt 
exigents. ho: 
| Laſtly, the Lord doth thus afflie vs, leaſt 
when wee heare of Eliahs perſecutions, ot 
 Zobs diſtreſſes, or other of the Saints calami- 
ties, wee ſhould account them to bee bur fa-: 


| haue experience in our ſeluesof their ſuffe. 
| rings;8to thispurpoſe Saint Gregory ſpeakes 


fitly, Dems elefiis iter aſperum facit inwia , ne\ 


| 
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The Priſoners plaint. 1 
obliniſcantur eorum, qui ſunt parria, the Lord 
| paues our way with thornes, leſt wee ſhould 
ſuppoſe our forcfathers walked vpon pil- 
lowes. To conclude, fecing there is inthe 
| Croſle occalte. qualitates , hidden. 'yertues, 
| powerfull forthe curing of our loute infir-| 
miries ; Let vs therefore ſubmit our ſelues vn. 
Gods hand, as Saint Peter doth aduiſevs inhis. 
| firſt Epiſtle, Chap.5.v.6. David ofhisowne- 
( experience doth acknowledge a Soweraizne | 
benefit therein, when he ſaid, is good for mee 
that I was afflited, for thereby haueT lear- 
ned to keepe thy Commandements; and an 
ancient Writer. gloſsing vpon theſe words, 
tells vs chat there is in the Crofle a double 
vertuc, Mi2ws wejprnarund) x Sulezue  Sregad md, | 
| a preſeruariue power anda fauatiue power : 
| The Ge ws power is like. 19nes Whale, 
| which alchough ir ſeemed to ſwallow vpand 
| | deuoure him; yer the Whale wasthe meanes | 
; of his life and fatety; ſorhe Crofle although | | 
it make ſhewrto cruſh and curſe vs,yet therc- | 
: by are wee blefled ; Bleſſed is the man that is 
 corretted. 10b. 5.47. Andas forthe Sevative 
' power, it is like the Poole of Betheſda, which | 
' did not heale vnleſſe it were ſtirred and moued _ 
' by the Angel : Socxcept we berack't of the 
| leesof ſinne, by ſome ſharpe handling of vs, =, = 
our hearts willgrowſo hard, thatit is vapoſs | | 
| fible wee ſhould rake ovurtthe leſſon of Repen- 
| D . tance, | | 


— 
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> 


| tance, MOtionis alteppeto diflolutionzexer. | 


pics ,,and our hearts. leſle carthly min: 


| no reſt, nor onfſelues any caſe, vntill he grant 


"= 


you; and a fitter word could not haue beene 


'Gad of his Fathers,2.Chr:33.10. 
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ciſe of the body, rarcfies and+ thinnes the 
bloud., as alfo cheeresthe ſpirits. Sotrialls 
and cemptations, make the affections more 


d,7 herefore thinks it pot ſtrange (laith Saint 
Peter) inhis 1, Epiit. at the 13.verf. of his 4. 
Chap. for the fiery troubles which light vpon 


dceuiſed,thenio reſemble them ro Fer. 

1 Fier, is of a light aſcending nature; fo 
afflitions, make vs ſpirituall minded, and af: 
cendby holy afflictions, anddiuine medita- | 
tions iato $7975 Mountaine the Chyrch Tri. | 
umphant,whichlikea killis exaltedabone the | 
Church Alilitant. | | | 

2 -Fier, is of a hot and heating nature, So | 
afflitions make vs hot ſuitors for reliefe,im- | 
patient of the Lords delaying vs, giuing him 


and wee enioy whatfoeuer wee ſhall become | 
ſuicors tohim for, ||, © 1 wet nh 

3. Fier, ſhinethand giveth Tight; So trou- | 
ble opcneth the eycs, Scholg. Crucis, fehota 
Lucis, (aith Saint Bernard ; and Manaſſes who | 
forgatthe Lord while he was ar liberty in his | 
pallace,could pray vato him when hee was in | 
priſon, and. humble himfelte greatly; C£4nd | 
Manaſles being in 17ibwations, called wpon the j 
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| will yceld for artime, while he and yo 71 
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| Maſters Motto, Father not mywill,bat thy will 
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is nohearcſo ſtony; but it will yeeld"and 
mele with eribulations;ecuen Pharaothe cruck 


beevader the ten plagnes, 'though afrer hee 
 eurne Apoſtata, fall off,and aske," whois the 
Lord,that hec ſhould let the people 708 , Exod. | 
8. verl.g. | be 
s Fier, workes according to his obie& zif s 
burniſheth' gold, but it annihilatsdroflez tc 
melts waxe, butic hardens clay; ſo the god- 
ly and the godlefle areboth ſufferers; butin | 
this {militudine paſiionum, there is d:ſrimils- 
tudo patientinms , though they bee both bur- 
dencd alike, yet they differ jn theircarriage+ 
| The wicked in their ſtfferings , they -mur-| 
| mure againſt the Lord; and ſecke to helpe 
| themſclues 'by the deuills Emilſaries, his 
; Witches, and Wizards; whereas the godly 


are patiently obedient , remembring their 


TR. 


, 


be done;and if it pleaſe thee;letthis bitter cup 
of ?*mpriſouwment, and other diffreſſes paſſe 
| from mee, yet nor my will, barthywillbee 
done , Therefore let v5 reioyce though now for 
a ſeaſon we bein heanineſſe, 1 Petit 6,7. | 
\ The Inferences foHow; Firſt; weeareput R 
in minde;to bee Chriſtianly conceired ofall 
thoſe whom weeſce to be exerciſed withrhis 
| angry and ſinyrting __ of the Lord, as al@ 
| | 2 to 


—_—— tt. 


| wy Fier,foracth thehardeſt iron ; So there | 4 E 
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i A 7::] HOW f - | | 
x T= to comfort our ſelues if the ſame be Jaid vpon 
Th vs,not conceiuing that either; they or wee be | 
t out of Gods fauour for my@: ins - is, 2a 
i R 6p that is, although the rod be ſharpe, yer 
7 the hand that ſimites is fweer and full of re. 
| treſhnrtent therefore ſuffer afflitions, and 
=_ - | fay with the holy man 1b, Though the Lord | 
| bj b - | kill me, yet flillwill 1put my truſt in him. | 
| R: Secandly, ſceing reformation, the rencw- 
i" ing of repentance, the examination; of our 
| f ſpiriruall eſtate, a breaking of fromallour |. 
| Ii perſonaland predominanc finnes, which haue | 
I | prouoked. the Lord to. deale thus roughly | 
; | with vs,ſhould bethevſerthat weare romike | 
\'\ | | of our correftionsandatflifions ; bence ma. . 
|! | ny Chaiſttansareiuſtly taxed, whoareſo far| 
i E: _ | fromprofiting thereby , that inſteadof ſha- 
lf king hands, and'bidding adicuto finneand| 
I's ſintull courſes, that they fold their hands like 
104 | Salomons Sluggard , and make new leagues 
_ -- | with iniquitie; And whereas before, they 
bt TY were but: bunglers and dullards, in acting of 
_— ..- | linne, O,nowthey are Maſters of the finning. 
['t Arte, as we have wofull experience inallthe 
'== hu Priſons of the Kingdome, ino which many 
.* | Priſonersat their firſtentrance haue-been- ci- 
| | uilly demeaned, bur withinaſmall continu- 
_—_ : | ance after, I cannot cxpreſſe how they haue 
| been Metamorphoſed, and growne- more ftu- 
pid:then Cyparyſſxs,andaltogether vnſcnſ!i Nie 
[ct >| of} 
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of that divine ftroke which was vpon them, 
by giuing themſclues ouer to all vncleanneſſe 
|andin 
[t is recorded inthe fecond of the Chor. 28 


becauſe imthe time of his tribulation, hee did 
treſpalſe more and more; Thrisis'\4haz,fayth 
the Text, which is aremarkeable 7:ex: of his 


the Lord is dealing with them, to breake off 
their finnes. For when the hand of the Lord 
is vpon vs, 1t ſhould ſpan, and weane vs from 
our finfull courſes, andabridge vs of our for- | 
mer pleaſures and delights, making vs Vora- 

ries tohis worſhip andſeruice, and for cuer 
obſeruant of his Lawes and Edits, not tur- 
ning away like a ſtubburne generation, nor | 
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ce.the high road way to hell. | 
22, that 4haz is noted for a ſpeciall Monſter, | 


groſlſe ſinning : Sotheſe are monſters in re- | 
ligion, who follow their finfull Byas , when | 


g—_ 


ſtarting aſide like a broken Bowe. | 

The third, is made toour hands in theſe- 
cond of Sam. 15 .25,26,0. where Danid be-| 
ing purſued by 46/alon, and in danger of no| 
- [lefle then the lofle of his K1ngdome, flyes 
ro God. and thus vnfoldes himſelfe, of 


mee; if not, heere I am, doe with mee as #t 
ditours, and heere immured, depriued, not 


ofa Kingdome 1 confeſſe, bur of our Lands, 
| * I's Livings 


Lord, if 1 ſhall finde fauoar with thee, reflore\ 


ſeemerh good in thy fehr; Beloued; wee are| 
perſecuted by our Fer and mercileſſe Cre- | 
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'Li ivings, Liberrtes : 'Ler Davxids patrorne 

\ | | bee our praQiiſe, andier vsall ioyne in one,: 

| \ | andſay,,@ God, if weehane: found fauoar in 
| "hy feb , #umber the dayes of our trouble, - 

| | 6.6 Fo wus,veſtore 5 10 our former ha. 

41  bitations; if not,heere wee arc, 
bi | ; | '  aſpoſe of vs as it fcemes cubes 
| 3 _goodin thy ji ight. | 


fe , | 
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